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Dear Friends in Christ,
By the time you are reading this, summer vacation for
our children and college students has already begun, our
winter visitors have returned to their homes up north,
and families are gearing up for their summer vacations.
Around the church, things have quieted down
dramatically from what they were just a couple months
ago. Yet, the worship life of the church continues.
Service settings, lectionary readings, Psalm tones, and
hymns up through the end of August are already planned
and bulletins are tentatively prepared. It won’t be long
before planning the fall services will take place and
preparations for Advent and the Christmas season soon
to follow.
Since Ash Wednesday our congregation was faced
with the absence of an organist due to health reasons.
May 1st marked the return of our organist and to be sure
we are extremely grateful. We thank God in heaven
above for the healing and renewed strength He gave to
Betty Lou. During the time that Betty Lou was away our
eyes were opened to the tremendous talent that exists in
our congregation. God has richly blessed us with some
very gifted individuals who were willing to share their
time and talent to lead us in singing the hymns and
liturgy. What we can only gather to be as another gift
from God, we were also blessed to have a young Marine
here in Yuma for WTI training who was a gifted French
hornist that also played with our stringed instruments
during worship.
God is truly amazing and how
privileged and honored we were and continue to be that
our Lord provides for all our needs!
Something that has come to light in lieu of not having
an organist is the difficulty it will be to find a new
organist when Betty Lou retires. For years it has been
noted that organists are not very prevalent as they once
were. While we are so fortunate that Betty Lou plays the
organ for us, there will come a day when she no longer
will be able or willing to provide the organ
accompaniment for our service liturgy and hymns. What
will we do “when” that time comes?
Currently, we do have all of the hymns and liturgy
recorded on CD’s that can be played through our organ
to lead the congregation in worship. To conduct worship
using this method still requires planning and preparation
as well as a person to run the recordings for the service.
This is one option. Some have asked why we didn’t use
it more often than just on Lenten midweek services.
Speaking as a musician and as a pastor, using
prerecorded music is an option, but it is not ideal. There
is something to be said about the importance of having a
real person manipulating the keys and pedals of the
organ during the worship setting. Tempos, timing, and
speed all play a part in the rhythm of the divine service.

Being able to hear the people sing and when to respond
musically in the liturgy lends its hand to a seamless
connectivity and unity in the service. Prerecorded music
doesn’t flow in the same way. Hymns not always played
at a consistent tempo, singable speed, and time delays
lead to disruptions in the unity and seamlessness of the
service.
That being said, there is, of course, the matter of
financially supporting an organist. As has been part of
the discussion for a while, affordability for various
things is a concern. With items such as a security
system, parish nurse program, cost of electricity, and the
like, prioritizing where Calvary spends money is
important. This congregation has a timely history of
financial support when things are needed and there is a
budgetary crunch. Deciding what the church “needs”
verses what it “wants” needs to be addressed. The
members of the church council and respective boards
have done a tremendous job of narrowing their budgets
and making good use of the funds allotted to them.
These people, whom you have elected, are amazing
assets with remarkable gifts that are being used to the
glory of God here at Calvary. It is clear that it is their
foremost desire to put their biases aside for the good of
the church they serve. The jobs they do are assuredly
not easy, to say the least. And, we are truly blessed as
they use their God-given talents here. To be sure, they
do what they believe is best and God pleasing.
Last month the elders discussed this very thing and I
noticed that Mr. Fenske shared much of this sentiment in
the elder’s article of this edition of the newsletter. He
mentions that a committee is being formed to begin
discussing and researching this very scenario. It is
possible that if the church continues to desire that an
organist be a part of the worship team at Calvary, finding
a replacement after Betty Lou retires will most likely be
a very lengthy process. By “lengthy,” I don’t mean
weeks or months, but possibly years! That is why the
time to begin discussing this is now. Thankfully, we are
richly blessed that Betty Lou has returned and we are
appreciative for her continued service. We are also very
blessed to have a talented congregation that can sing as
well as some who are gifted at playing various
instruments.
God certainly provides!
Whether we have an
organist, only strings, sing ‘a cappella,’ or use
prerecorded music, I can assure you that the Gospel will
continue to be proclaimed from the pulpit of this church
as will God’s means of grace be administered rightly.
Thanks be to God for all His provisions that sustain His
church on earth.
Pastor Kessler
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June
Elizabeth Ehrlich
Pearl Gleichman
Lillian Keinath
Adam Hildestad
Pasquale Lamaestra
Martha Hill
Wilma Replogle
Donna Elias
Cera Ford
JoDee Fraley
Diana Schauer

June
06/03
06/03
06/07
06/12
06/12
06/14
06/14
06/24
06/26
06/29
06/30

July
07/01
07/02
07/08
07/09
07/09
07/10
07/13
07/17
07/18
07/28
07/28
07/29

Adam Hildestad
Yulius Mustafa
Deborah Lamaestra
Jeanene Euhus
Wilma Replogle
Martha Hill
Pasquale Lamaestra
Diana Schauer
Paula Backs
Albert Claude
Cera Ford
Sarah Rutledge

July
Carol Anne Parker
Yulius Mustafa
Stanley Phillips
Randy Williams
Virginia Hildestad
Michael Pray
Bob Albright
Paula Backs
Kyle Reinertson
Michael Fairchild
Heather Torres
Michele Hill
Craig Ehrlich
Katie Holman
Maren Green
Jim Tyner
Sarah Rutledge
Albert Claude
Bonnie Reinertson

06/02
06/05
06/05
06/06
06/06
06/11
06/23
06/25

Johnnie Altstatt
Kaden Siharath
Heather Torres
Kristina Parker
Glen Wagner
Carter Rutledge
Brayden Pray
Elizabeth Ehrlich

07/01
07/02
07/04
07/07
07/08
07/09
07/10
07/10
07/10
07/11
07/11
07/12
07/13
07/14
07/15
07/17
07/21
07/27
07/29

August
08/05
08/10
08/14
08/15
08/16
08/22
08/27
08/28

JoDee Fraley
Katie Holman
Craig Ehrlich
Harry Thornton
Candy Murray
Michael Pray
Bonnie Reinertson
Milton Euhus

August
Maggie Fenske
Matthew Joynt
Wilbert Stewart
Harry Thornton
Candy Murray
Sophia Kessler
Mary Frances Atchley
Milton Euhus
Emma Stewart
Donald Timoruski
Melissa Fairchild
Melvin Parker
Jahann Rutledge
Sue Gibson

08/05
08/13
08/13
08/15
08/16
08/17
08/20
08/23
08/24
08/24
08/26
08/29
08/29
08/31

June
JoDee & Charles Fraley

06/10
July

Candy & Steve Murray
Wilbert & Betty Stewart
Randy & Sherri Williams
Donald & Gladys Timoruski
Bob & Jeanette Albright
August
Ray & Dorothy Huter
Ted & Arlene Schauer
Lawrence & Ann Lee
James & Sue Gibson
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07/08
07/09
07/13
07/19
07/23
08/08
08/11
08/16
08/18

Members of the board did not formally met. We want
to thank Janet in the office for the updated membership
list. The committee members are looking over the list
and then will use it to update the mail boxes. Wilma
needs to call a meeting.
We do thank the two people who will count in
June. July etc. still needs counters. Please prayerfully
consider signing up.
Remember the harvest is waiting for the workers

Board Meetings & Council
Sunday, May 1, 2016 @ 11:45am
If you have a complaint or concern please attend
the board meetings so the boards can address the issue.
2016 Contributions
05/012016
$3,033.60
05/08/2016
$2,190.01
05/15/2016
$2,552.05
05/22/2016
$2,391.00

LWML Q
The quilters have been working since 2009 making
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. We have averaged 27
quilts each year. Now, we need your help. All our quilts
are made from donated materials. The following is a list
of items we can use. If you have any of these that you
wish to donate, please bring them to the
church. Arrangements can be made to pick up the items
if needed.
Fabric of any kind except we do not cut up old
clothing.
Curtains, except sheers or thermal backed.
Sheets, any size, fitted or flat. Perhaps you are tired
of yours or your child has outgrown Superman or
Cinderella.
Mattress pads, any size.
Any of these items can be purchased from thrifts
stores if you are moved to do so.
All donations are greatly appreciated.
If you have any questions, contact Johnnie Altstatt,
928-210-3686.

Avg. $ per week $2,541.67
Contribu on amount needed, per week is $3,444.95 to
meet current budget.
Year to date
$65,011.84
Fund raiser (pizza
364.25
Avg. $ per week
$03,113.15
2016
Contributions & Expenses
(U
)
F
Contributions
Misc Income
Expenses
Excess/Loss

$10,691.66
$
$12,906.36
-$02,214.70

D
Contributions
Misc Income
Expenses

B
N
Thank you for your non-perishable food goods for the
Yuma Community Food Bank, as well as, your egg
cartons. We have donated over 100 pounds of food since
the beginning of the year. Their needs continue in the
summer when donations are lower.
If you have any items such as travel size shampoo,
conditioner, lotion, sanitary items, toothpaste or tooth
brushes, etc., please put them in the box marked
Crossroads Mission. Thank you very much for your
contributions.
There is a new Veterans Facility located across from
McDonalds on 4th Avenue. If you have kitchen or bath
items, sheets or towels that you no longer need, please
take your items to the Veterans Facility. Your support of
our military is greatly appreciated.
Please pray for our 117 LCMS Missionaries and
families in 39 countries. You can go to the link: http://
prayercards.lcms.org/ to learn more about these
missionaries or provide donations.
Also continue to keep the Meekers in your prayers.
Continued in next column

Excess/Loss

$65,011.84
$00,914.25
$68,319.01
-$02,392.92

Parking Lot Fund
Fund Total as of May

$12,056.00

May Contributions
Fund Total

$00,000.00
$12,056.00

If you would like to donate to the St. Louis Seminary
or Ft. Wayne Seminary Food Banks, please designate
them on your envelope. The donations from the church
in the past have truly made a difference to a seminary
student’s family during their education.
God’s Blessings,
Paula Backs
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The Board of Elders considers the needs and prays
for the well-being of all who worship at Calvary
Lutheran Church. Thus, we thank the LORD that Betty
Lou Phillips has recovered sufficiently to return to
playing the organ during worship. Although physical
recovery and regaining one’s strength takes time, the
mental aspects are also challenging. Betty Lou has
appreciated the congregation’s prayers and her return to
service to GOD and to other Christians has helped her
well-being.
In Betty Lou’s absence, the LORD blessed Calvary
with live music on Sundays during March and April.
While weekday Lenten services use pre-recorded organ
music, we were blessed by the talents of musicians
playing the French horn, violin and cello. Members of
the Board noticed the timing of the substitute music and
can only consider it a direct gift from GOD.
The U.S. Marine Corps held training exercises during
which the Corps brought more than 2,000 marines to
Yuma for ten weeks. One of these marines was Kendra
Oehlerich, who “happened” to be the only member of
the Marine Corps band to come to Yuma. She also just
“happened” to bring her horn and just “happened” to
attend Calvary the first Sunday after Betty Lou’s illness
struck. She also just “happened” to be here during the
exact weeks of Betty Lou’s recovery. Coincidence?
Four times? Hardly, when the LORD is active in our
lives.
The board also views this experience as a message
from GOD. Although blessed to have Betty Lou back as
an organist, having any organist is a blessing. Christ
Lutheran Church just spent over three years searching
for an organist. The advantages and disadvantages of
live music versus pre-recorded music is lengthy and
must be the subject of a separate article. Suffice it to say
that if Calvary wishes to continue having a live organist,
then we can anticipate an arduous search.
In order to prepare for a future after Betty Lou, the
Board of Elders is forming a committee to search for our
next organist. This Music Committee needs members.
Ideally totaling no more than four or five members in
order to be efficient, the board is looking for volunteers
for this committee. If interested, please let Bruce Fenske
of the Board of Elders know. You can text or leave a
message
at
608.239.7654,
email
him
at
brucepe2001@yahoo.com (please use the word
“organist” in the subject line), or speak personally with
him no later than June 30, 2015, if interested in serving
on this committee.
Your elders are available before and after services, as
well as by phone and email during the week, if you have
any questions or need to speak to someone other than the
pastor. We also set aside time at the beginning of each
meeting’s agenda for guests to speak to the group
(please let Bruce know in advance to reserve a time
slot). Please feel free to contact any member of the
board (Bruce Fenske, Ron Hill, Mel Parker, Wil Stewart

and, during the winter, Albert Claude) regarding the
topics discussed in this article or any other concern that
you may have.
CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 10, 2016
PRESENT: Mike Ehrlich, Lisa Elam, Pat Lamaestra, Johnnie
Alstatt, Wilma Replogle, Mel Parker, Paula backs, Janet
Ehrlich, Pastor Kessler. The meeting was called to order at
11:45 a.m. with an opening prayer by Pastor.
MINUTES- the minutes were reviewed. Paula motioned to
accept the minutes, Janet 2nd. Motion passed.
TREASURER- A burglary fund has been added for expenses
and contributions. It is not a numbered account but a place to
keep everything tracked. Janet questioned whether Thrivent
choice should be in restricted funds or unrestricted funds.
Mike said having it in restricted funds forces a vote to use the
money. Lisa motioned to accept the report, Janet 2nd. Motion
passed.
PRESIDENT- Mike discussed the Sunday council meeting.
VICE PRESIDENT- No report; SECRETARY- No report
TREASURER- No report;
PASTOR- attached
ELDERS- They discussed the security system in making sure
the trustees have the security system in place.
MISSIONS- They discussed who is responsible for cakes on
special occasions since mission has been in the past. Janet
said usually the families provide. Nancy Heredia gave a
verbal resignation from the mission board. We have added an
insurance rider of $124 a year for the AWC campus ministry
program. EDUCATION- No report.
STEWARDSHIP- The 2017 envelopes are purchased and
paid for. They are talking about doing a new church directory
in 2017. Also are discussing possible fall fundraisers. There
was discussion of the Sunday school money and who is
responsible for counting it. It was decided that the counters
can add it to the Sunday count once a month. Stewardship
will be responsible for updating the counters. The LWML
operates under LCMS 501c3 fund the same as the Church
does. Each has a separate EIN tax #. They still need counters
for June and July. They will update the member board and
mailboxes with the addition of new members.
TRUSTEES- The bathroom remodel is complete. The
plumbing they thought was good was not and had to be
replaced. The security system will be installed Saturday. A
person has been hired for the technical part. A second security
system has been donated for the street area. Gates may be
installed at alley and into parish hall. All the buildings will
have cameras and signs will be posted that a security system
is in place. The insurance company recommended 3 different
security systems. We went with the one that cost $599 + tax
and shipping. There are no alarms in the systems.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS- Mike will talk to the education
board. The annual voters meeting is scheduled for Dec 11th
and Jan 8th to vote on the budget. Council meeting will be
before the Dec 11th meeting.
NEW – The next council meeting will be May 1st as Mother’s
Day falls on the 2nd Sunday.
GOOD OF THE ORDER- AWC ministry going good and
will be meeting during the summer. It was asked to have a
burrito breakfast fundraiser and Sunday door offering for
Cailynn and Elizabeth . Pastor moved to adjourn at 12:50 and
we closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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5

14

12
13
09:00 AM-Communion
Service
10:30 AM-Sunday school
classes

Monday

7

Sunday

5
6
09:00 AM-Communion
Service
10:30 AM-Sunday school
classes

21

28

19
20
09:00 AM-Communion
Service
10:30 AM-Sunday school
classes

26
27
09:00 AM-Communion
Service
10:30 AM-Sunday school
classes
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Tuesday

29

22

15

8

1

Wednesday

June 2016
Friday

4
07:00 AM-Bible Study/
Goldsborro

Saturday

18
07:00 AM-Bible Study/
Goldsborro

30
09:30 AM-Bible Study/
Emerald Springs
07:00 PM-AWC campus
ministry

23
24
25
09:30 AM-Bible Study/ 09:00 AM-LWML Quilting 07:00 AM-Bible Study/
Emerald Springs
Goldsborro
07:00 PM-AWC campus
ministry

16
17
09:30 AM-Bible Study/
Emerald Springs
07:00 PM-AWC campus
ministry

9
10
11
09:30 AM-Bible Study/ 09:00 AM-LWML Quilting 07:00 AM-Bible Study/
Emerald Springs
04:00 PM-Elders Meeting Goldsborro
07:00 PM-AWC campus
ministry

2
3
09:30 AM-Bible Study/
Emerald Springs
07:00 PM-AWC campus
ministry

Thursday

