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You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he
trusts in you (Isaiah 26:3).
Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an everlasting
rock (Isaiah 26:4).
For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation
(Psalm 62:1).
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be
greatly shaken (Psalm 62:2).
Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I
know not any (Isaiah 44:8).
In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I cried for help.
From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his
ears (Psalm 18:6).
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my
rock, in whom I take refuge,
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold (Psalm 18:2).
O my Strength, I will watch for you, for you, O God, are my fortress
(Psalm 59:9).
O my Strength, I will sing praises to you, for you, O God, are my
fortress, the God who shows me steadfast love (Psalm 59:17).
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
Almighty God, our sure hope and salvation, grant us rest in Your love and
grace. You are our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Teach
us by Your Spirit to trust in You alone and not to make flesh our strength, that
we may look to You alone for our salvation, through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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Old Testament Reading
Daniel 6:12-27
12
Then they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not
sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to
you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands
fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13Then they
answered and said before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no
attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a
day.” 14Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to
deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 15Then these men came by
agreement to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” 16Then the
king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to
Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17And a stone was brought
and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of
his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18Then the king went to his palace
and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 19Then,
at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20As he came near to the den
where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel,
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you
from the lions?” 21Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22My God sent his angel
and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before
him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” 23Then the king was exceedingly glad,
and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den,
and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24And the king
commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the
den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the
den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 25Then King Darius wrote to
all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I
make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of
Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his
dominion shall be to the end. 27He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven
and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”
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Epistle
Ephesians 6:10-17
10
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the
gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God,
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 11:25-30
25
At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
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